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CEMETERY 
1.01 

ARTICLE I - 1 
(Adopt Ord 25-047, 6/24/25) 

ARTICLE I 
 

ARLINGTON CEMETERY 
 

 
Section 1.01 Definitions 
 
“Burial Rights” means ownership of the exclusive right of sepulture to have the remains of 
a deceased person interred in a Plot at the Cemetery. 
 
“Cemetery” means the Arlington, Texas Cemetery located at 801 Mary Street, Arlington, 
Tarrant County, Texas and comprising the land described in the Plat.  
 
“Cemetery Administrator” means the person designated by the City Manager to administer 
the provisions of this Chapter, and qualifies as the cemetery keeper under Texas Health 
and Safety Code § 711.009, as amended. 
 
“Cemetery Operator” or “Operator” means a funeral establishment or cemetery 
organization, as those terms are defined in Texas Health and Safety Code § 711.001, as 
amended, or another similar entity that holds a contract with the City to provide certain 
services for the Cemetery. 
 
“City” means the City of Arlington, Tarrant County, Texas. 
 
“Cremated remains” means the bone fragments remaining after the cremation process, 
which may include the residue of any foreign materials that were cremated with the human 
remains. 
 
“Family Plot” means an existing Plot containing Graves of related individuals. 
 
“Grave” means a space of ground that is used or intended to be used for the interment of 
individual remains in the ground. 
 
“Human remains” means the body of a deceased person. 
 
“Interment” means the burial and permanent disposition of the remains of a deceased 
person in the Cemetery. 
 
“Marker” means any permanent memorial, monument, headstone, tombstone, gravestone, 
tablet, or other structure on a Plot or a Grave placed for identification or in memory of a 
deceased person interred at the Cemetery. 
 
“Plat” means the Arlington Cemetery Amended Plat filed under document number 
D225056662 in the Plat Records of Tarrant County, Texas. 
 



CEMETERY 
1.01 

ARTICLE I - 2 
(Adopt Ord 25-047, 6/24/25) 

“Plot” means a space in the Cemetery owned by an individual or organization that is used 
or intended to be used for interment, including a Grave or adjoining Graves. 
 
“Plot Owner” means a person: (1) who holds Burial Rights for a Plot, according to the 
Cemetery’s records; or (2) who holds, from the Cemetery, a certificate of ownership or 
other instrument of conveyance of the Burial Rights in a particular Plot in the Cemetery. 
 
“Remains” means either human remains or cremated remains. 
 
 
Section 1.02 Applicability 
 

This Chapter shall apply only to the Cemetery, as defined herein. 
 
 
Section 1.03 Oversight and Maintenance 
 
A. The Cemetery Administrator shall have full authority to adopt any rules, 

regulations, and restrictions necessary for the proper maintenance and functioning 
of the Cemetery.  

 
B. The City shall be responsible for all maintenance activities at the Cemetery as 

provided by Texas Health and Safety Code § 713.011, as amended, including but 
not limited to: 
 
1. repairing and maintaining any fences, walls, buildings, roads, or other 

improvements; 
 
2. leveling or straightening markers or memorials; 
 
3. properly maintaining lawns, shrubbery, and other plants; 
 
4. removing debris, including dead flowers and deteriorated plastic ornaments;  
 
5. promptly restoring gravesites following an interment; and 
 
6. any other routine maintenance. 

 
C. Persons with an interest in the Burial Rights for a Grave or Plot or relatives of the 

deceased person interred therein may also provide maintenance services at their 
own expense in accordance with Texas Health and Safety Code § 713.010, as 
amended; however, this excludes the planting of any trees or shrubs. 

 
D. The Plat details each available Grave and their location within Plots at the 

Cemetery. 
 



CEMETERY 
1.03 

ARTICLE I - 3 
(Adopt Ord 25-047, 6/24/25) 

E. The City may contract with a Cemetery Operator to provide certain services for the 
Cemetery, and may require that any interment in the Cemetery must be done using 
the services of the Operator unless such requirement is waived by the City and the 
Operator. 

 
 
Section 1.04 Interments 
 
A. The City shall sell Burial Rights for Plots and Graves at the Cemetery in accordance 

with Texas Health and Safety Code §§ 713.009, 713.012, and 713.013, as amended. 
Upon full payment of the purchase price, the City will issue the purchaser a deed, 
certificate of ownership, or other instrument of conveyance evidencing Burial 
Rights for the Plot. Burial Rights at Plots shall also be governed by Texas Health 
and Safety Code § 711.039, as amended. The City shall file or record all deeds, 
certificates of ownership, and other instruments of conveyance with the Official 
Public Records of Tarrant County, Texas. 

 
B. All interments require written permission from the Plot Owner which shall be 

provided to the Cemetery Administrator for review and approval before the 
interment. The Plot Owner is responsible for providing information to the City or 
designated Cemetery Operator regarding the deceased person; including but not 
limited to, name, date of birth, date of death, planned date of burial, name of funeral 
home, a copy of the report of death certificate, and any other burial information 
requested by the City.  

 
C. If the permission of the Plot Owner cannot reasonably be obtained for an interment, 

a person claiming Burial Rights in a Family Plot may request from the City 
permission to inter the remains of a deceased person in the Family Plot. The 
claimant must provide evidence of the claimed Burial Rights, including evidence 
of kinship of the deceased person to an individual interred in the Family Plot, to the 
City in a form and with content acceptable to City. The City may require a bond or 
indemnity or both as a condition of allowing the interment. If the City initially 
grants permission for interment in a requested location, but excavation reveals that 
the Grave already contains the remains of a deceased person, the interment shall 
not be allowed in that location. In such cases, the City will work with the Plot 
Owner in good faith to provide an alternate location for interment. 

 
D. The Plot Owner is responsible for contracting for the burial of the deceased person 

with the Cemetery Operator as well as other entities that hold all required licenses 
and/or certifications to provide any other desired services related to the burial, 
including tents, chairs, Markers, and foundations. Burials may occur at any time 
the Cemetery is open. The Plot Owner is responsible for all costs associated with 
the burial. 

 
E. Only the remains of human beings may be interred at the Cemetery. No other types 

of interments will be permitted. 



CEMETERY 
1.04 

ARTICLE I - 4 
(Adopt Ord 25-047, 6/24/25) 

F. When the remains of a deceased person are interred at the Cemetery, the remains 
shall be borne by a casket or by an urn or other appropriate container for cremated 
remains. All caskets, urns, and other appropriate containers shall be enclosed in a 
permanent vault or box constructed of steel, fiberglass, or concrete. Caskets shall 
be no larger than 2.5 feet by 10 feet in size. Urns shall be no larger than 200 cubic 
inches. 

 
G. Interment Limitations 
 

1. Except as otherwise provided by this Subsection, each Grave may only 
contain the interred remains of one (1) deceased person, and the interment 
of the remains of two (2) or more deceased persons in a single Grave is 
prohibited. 

 
2. The cremated remains of not more than four (4) deceased persons may be 

interred in a single Grave. 
 
3. The remains of one (1) deceased person buried in a casket and the cremated 

remains of one (1) deceased person may be interred in a single Grave. 
 

4. The remains of two (2) deceased persons buried in caskets may be interred 
in a single Grave if at least one (1) of the caskets is no larger than 12.5 
inches by 54 inches, and there is sufficient space in the Grave site for both 
caskets. 

 
H. The location of all interments shall be subject to the approval of the Cemetery 

Administrator. Graves shall be at least five (5) feet in depth. The mound of a Grave 
shall not exceed the height of 22 inches around the surrounding land when 
thoroughly settled and shall slope down evenly at the sides and end so as to merge 
in the surrounding ground. 

 
 
Section 1.05 Subsequent Sale or Conveyance of Plots 
 

A Plot Owner may sell or convey Burial Rights for a Plot to another as provided by 
this Section and other applicable law, including Texas Health and Safety Code § 711.039, 
as amended. No sale or conveyance shall be valid unless accomplished by a deed, 
certificate of ownership, or other instrument of conveyance approved as to form and 
counter-signed by the Cemetery Administrator, who shall thereafter file or record it in the 
Official Public Records of Tarrant County, Texas.  
 
 
Section 1.06 Disinterment and Opening Graves 
 
A. Disinterment of the remains of a deceased person at a Grave must be made at such 

time and in the manner directed by the Cemetery Administrator. 



CEMETERY 
1.06 

ARTICLE I - 5 
(Adopt Ord 25-047, 6/24/25) 

B. All work under this Section must be performed by a person or entity that holds all 
required permits, licenses, and/or certifications, and must be completed in 
compliance with all applicable laws, ordinances, rules, and requirements of the 
state, county, and City, including, but not limited to Texas Health and Safety Code 
§§ 711.004 and 711.0105, as amended, and 25 Texas Administrative Code § 181.6, 
as amended. 

 
C. After opening the Grave, the person must close the Grave as required by law and 

to the satisfaction of the City or the designated Cemetery Operator. 
 
 
Section 1.07 Markers for Graves 
 
A. When the remains of a deceased person are interred, the Grave shall be promptly 

marked with a Marker. The family of the deceased person or the funeral 
establishment representatives for the family shall be responsible for placement of 
the Marker at the Grave, subject to the approval of the Cemetery Administrator. 

 
B. All Markers shall be designed in harmony with the Plot and its environment. The 

design, construction, and quality of all Markers shall be subject to the approval of 
the Cemetery Administrator. Any Marker that is inappropriate, offensive, 
dilapidated, or dangerous to the health, safety, or welfare of the public shall not be 
placed in the Cemetery. 

 
C. All upright Markers must be constructed in such a manner as to permit the mowing, 

trimming, and other care of the lawn and foliage in the Cemetery. 
 
D. The City, at the expense of the Plot Owner and as a charge against the Plot, may 

repair or remove any Marker that is inappropriate, offensive, dilapidated, or 
dangerous to the health, safety, or welfare of the public. 

 
 
Section 1.08 Maintenance Trust and Regulation of Cemetery 
 

The City may adopt an ordinance or resolution to act as a permanent trustee for the 
perpetual maintenance of the lots, Plots, and Graves at the Cemetery, as provided by Texas 
Health and Safety Code § 713.002, as amended. The City may exercise any of the powers 
related to cemeteries under Texas Health Safety Code Chapter 713, as amended, and any 
other applicable state laws, including but not limited to imposing a tax for maintenance of 
the Cemetery, as provided by Texas Health and Safety Code § 713.006, as amended, and 
City Charter Article XI § 4, as amended. 
 
 
Section 1.09 Cemetery Fees 
 
A. The Cemetery Administrator may charge fees for the following services related to 

the Cemetery: 
 



CEMETERY 
1.09 

ARTICLE I - 6 
(Adopt Ord 25-047, 6/24/25) 

1. the filing or recording of a deed, certificate of ownership, or other 
instrument of conveyance for the sale of Burial Rights under Section 1.04; 

 
2. the execution or signing of any documents to convey Burial Rights under 

Section 1.05, including the expense of filing or recording the deed, 
certificate of ownership, or other instrument of conveyance; 

 
3. the maintenance of Geographic Information System (GIS) records 

associated with sales and conveyances of Burial Rights, as well as 
interments, disinterments, and reinterments; and 

 
4. the review of proposed markers prior to installation under Section 1.07. 
 

B. All fees shall be set in amounts by resolution of the City Council and may be 
adjusted on an annual basis to account for the recovery of costs incurred by the 
City. 
 
 

Section 1.10 Sales and Charges 
 

The Cemetery Operator may offer for sale Burial Rights in Plots and may impose 
charges for the services of interments, disinterments, and reinterments. All prices for sales 
and charges shall be set in amounts in the agreement between the City and the Cemetery 
Operator. 
 
 



Ordinance No. 25- o sl

An ordinance creating the "Cemetery" Chapter of the
Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987; establishing
the framework for Arlington Cemetery operations related
to maintenance, burial rights and interments, cemetery
operator responsibilities, and authorizations for fees,
sales, and charges; providing this ordinance be
cumulative; and providing for severability, governmental
immunity, injunctions, and an effective date

That the "Cemetery" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987,

is hereby established and shall read as follows:

ARTICLE I

ARLINGTON CEMETERY

"Cemetery" means the Arlington, Texas Cemetery located at 801 Mary Street, Arlington,
Tarrant County, Texas and comprising the land described in the Plat.

"Cemetery Administrator" means the person designated by the City Manager to administer
the provisions of this Chapter, and qualifies as the cemetery keeper under Texas Health
and Safety Code $ 71 1 .009, as amended.

"Cemetery Operator" or "Operator" means a funeral establishment or cemetery
organization, as those terms are defined in Texas Health and Safety Code $ 711.001, as

amended, or another similar entity that holds a contract with the City to provide certain
services lor the Cemetery.

"City" means the City of Artington, Tarrant County, Texas.

"Cremated remains" means the bone fragments remaining after the cremation process,

which may include the residue of any foreign materials that were cremated with the human
remains.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON
TEXAS:

1.

Sectionl.0l Definitions

"Burial fughts" means ownership of the exclusive right of sepulture to have the remains of
a deceased person interred in a Plot at the Cemetery.



"Family Plot" means an existing Plot containing Graves ofrelated individuals.

"Grave" means a space of ground that is used or intended to be used for the interment of
individuat remains in the ground.

"Human remains" means the body of a deceased person.

"Interment" means the burial and permanent disposition of the remains of a deceased
person in the Cemetery.

"Marker" means any permanent memorial, monument, headstone, tombstone, gravestone,
tablet, or other structure on a Plot or a Grave placed lor identification or in memory of a

deceased person interred at the Cemetery.

"Plat" means the Arlington Cemetery Amended Plat filed under document number
D225056662 in the Plat Records ofTanant County, Texas.

"Plot" means a space in the Cemetery owned by an individual or organization that is used

or intended to be used for interment, including a Grave or adjoining Graves.

"Plot Owner" means a person: (1) who holds Burial Rights for a Plot, according to the
Cemetery's records; or (2) who holds, from the Cemetery, a certificate of ownership or
other instrument of conveyance of the Burial Rights in a particular Plot in the Cemetery.

"Remains" means either human remains or cremated remains.

The Cemetery Administrator shall have full authority to adopt any rules,
regulations, and restrictions necessary for the proper maintenance and functioning
of the Cemetery.

The City shall be responsible for all maintenance activities at the Cemetery as
provided by Texas Health and Safety Code $ 713.011, as amended, including but
not limited to:

repairing and maintaining any fences, walls, buildings, roads, or other
improvements;

2. leveling or straightening markers or memorials;

B

(2)

Section 1.02 Aoplicabilitv

This Chapter shall apply only to the Cemetery, as defined herein.

Section 1.03 Oversisht and Maintenance



properly maintaining lawns, shrubbery, and other plants;

removing debris, including dead flowers and deteriorated plastic omaments;

promptly restoring gravesites fotlowing an interment; and

any other routine maintenance.

Persons with an interest in the Burial Rights for a Grave or Plot or relatives of the
deceased person interred therein may also provide maintenance services at their
own expense in accordance with Texas Health and Safety Code $ 713.010, as
amended; however, this excludes the planting ofany trees or shrubs.

The Plat details each available Grave and their location within Plots at the
Cemetery.

Section 1.04 Interments

The City shall sell Burial Rights for Plots and Graves at the Cemetery in accordance
with Texas Health and Safety Code g g 7 1 3.009, 7 1 3.0 1 2, and 7 1 3.0 1 3, as amended.
Upon full payment of the purchase price, the City will issue the purchaser a deed,
certificate of ownership, or other instrument of conveyance evidencing Burial
Rights for the Plot. Burial Rights a1 Plots shall also be govemed by Texas Health
and Safety Code $ 711.039, as amended. The City shall file or record all deeds,
certificates of ownership, and other instruments of conveyance with the Official
Public Records of Tarrant County, Texas.

All interments require written permission from the Plot Owner which shatl be
provided to the Cemetery Administrator for review and approval before the
interment. The Plot Owner is responsible for providing information to the City or
designated Cemetery Operator regarding the deceased person; including but not
limited to, name, date of birth, date ofdeath, planned date ofburial, name of funeral
home, a copy of the repo( of death certificate, and any other burial information
requested by the City.

Ifthe permission ofthe Plot Owner cannot reasonably be obtained for an interment,
a person claiming Burial Rights in a Family Plot may request from the City
permission to inter the remains of a deceased person in the Family Plot. The
claimant must provide evidence of the claimed Burial Rights, including evidence

3

4

5

6

C
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E

B

C

(3)

The City may contract with a Cemetery Operator to provide certain services for the
Cemetery, and may require that any interment in the Cemetery must be done using
the services oithe Operator unless such requirement is waived by the City and the
Operator.



D

ofkinship ofthe deceased person to an individual interred in the Family Plot, to the
City in a form and with content acceptable to City. The City may require a bond or
indemnity or both as a condition of allowing the interment. If the City initially
grants permission for interment in a requested location, but excavation reveals that
the Grave already contains the remains of a deceased person, the interment shall
not be allowed in that location. In such cases, the City will work with the Plot
Owner in good faith to provide an alternate location for interment.

The Plot Owner is responsible for contracting for the burial ofthe deceased person
with the Cemetery Operator as well as other entities that hold all required licenses
and/or certifications to provide any other desired services related to the burial,
including tents, chairs, Markers, and foundations. Burials may occur at any time
the Cemetery is open. The Plot Owner is responsible for all costs associated with
the burial.

Only the remains of human beings may be interred at the Cemetery. No other types
of interments will be permitted.

When the remains of a deceased person are interred at the Cemetery, the remains
shall be bome by a casket or by an um or other appropriate container for cremated
remains. All caskets, ums, and other appropriate containers shall be enclosed in a
permanent vault or box constructed of steel, fiberglass, or concrete. Caskets shall
be no larger than 2.5 feet by 10 feet in size. Ums shall be no larger than 200 cubic
inches.

Except as otherwise provided by this Subsection, each Grave may only
contain the interred remains ofone (1) deceased person, and the interment
of the remains of two (2) or more deceased persons in a single Grave is
prohibited.

The cremated remains of not more than four (4) deceased persons may be
intened in a single Grave.

The remains ofone (1) deceased person buried in a casket and the cremated
remains ofone (1) deceased person may be interred in a single Grave.

The remains of two (2) deceased persons buried in caskets may be interred
in a single Grave if at least one (1) of the caskets is no larger than 12.5
inches by 54 inches, and there is sufficient space in the Grave site for both
caskets.

The location of all interments shall be subject to the approval of the Cemetery
Administrator. Graves shall be at least five (5) feet in depth. The mound ofa Grave
shall not exceed the height of 22 inches around the surrounding land when

2

3

4

H

(4)

F.

E.

G. IntermentLimitations

1.



A.

B.

thoroughly settled and shall slope down evenly at the sides and end so as to merge
in the surrounding ground.

A Plot Owner may sell or convey Burial Rights for a Plot to another as provided by
this Section and other applicable [aw, including Texas Health and Safety Code $ 711.039,
as amended. No sale or conveyance shall be valid unless accomplished by a deed,

certificate of ownership, or other instrument of conveyance approved as to form and

counter-signed by the Cemetery Administrator, who shall thereafter file or record it in the

Offrcial Public Records of Tarrant County, Texas.

Disinterment ofthe remains ofa deceased person at a Grave must be made at such

time and in the manner directed by the Cemetery Administrator.

Atl work under this Section must be performed by a person or entity that holds all
required permits, licenses, andior certifications, and must be completed in
compliance with all applicable laws, ordinances, rules, and requirements of the

state, county, and City, including, but not limited to Texas Health and Safety Code

$$ 711.004 and 711.0105, as amended, and 25 Texas Administrative Code $ 181.6,

as amended.

After opening the Grave, the person must close the Grave as required by law and

to the satisfaction of the City or the designated Cemetery Operator.

Section 1.07 Markers for Graves

C

B

C

(5)

Section 1,05 Subsequent Sale or Convevance of Plots

Section 1.06 Disinterment and Onenins Graves

When the remains ofa deceased person are interred, the Grave shall be promptly
marked with a Marker. The family of the deceased person or the funeral

establishment representatives for the family shall be responsible for placement of
the Marker at the Grave, subject to the approval olthe Cemetery Administrator.

AII Markers shall be designed in harmony with the Plot and its environment. The
design, construction, and quality olall Markers shall be subject to the approval of
the Cemetery Administrator. Any Marker that is inappropriate, offensive,
dilapidated, or dangerous to the health, safety, or welfare ofthe public shall not be

placed in the Cemetery.

All upright Markers must be constructed in such a manner as to permit the mowing,
trimming, and other care of the lawn and foliage in the Cemetery.



D The City, at the expense ofthe Plot Owner and as a charge against the Plot, may
repair or remove any Marker that is inappropriate, offensive, dilapidated, or
dangerous to the health, safety, or welfare ofthe public.

The City may adopt an ordinance or resolution to act as a permanent trustee for the
perpetual maintenance of the lots, Plots, and Graves at the Cemetery, as provided by Texas

Health and Safety Code $ 713.002, as amended. The City may exercise any of the powers
related to cemeteries under Texas Health Safety Code Chapter 713, as amended, and any

other applicable state laws, including but not limited to imposing a tax for maintenance of
the Cemetery, as provided by Texas Health and Safety Code $ 713.006, as amended, and

City Charter Articte XI $ 4, as amended.

Section 1.09 Cemetery Fees

The Cemetery Administrator may charge fees for the following services related to

the Cemetery:
A

1 the fiting or recording of a deed, certificate of ownership, or other
instrument of conveyance for the sale of Burial Rights under Section 1 .04;

the execution or signing of any documents to convey Burial Rights under

Section 1.05, including the expense of filing or recording the deed,

certificate of ownership, or other instrument of conveyance;

the maintenance of Geographic Information System (GIS) records

associated with sales and conveyances of Burial Rights, as well as

interments, disinterments, and reinterments; and

4. the review ofproposed markers prior to installation under Section 1.07.

AII fees shall be set in amounts by resolution of the City Council and may be

adjusted on an annual basis to account for the recovery of costs incurred by the

City.

The Cemetery Operator may offer for sale Burial Rights in Plots and may impose

charges for the services of interments, disinterments, and reinterments. All prices for sales

and charges shall be set in amounts in the agreement between the City and the Cemetery
Operator.

(6)

Section 1.08 Maintenance Trust and Regulation of Cemeterv

Section 1.10 Sales and Charses

2.

3.

B.



2

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other
ordinances ofthe City of Arlington; and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect
any olsuch other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be inconsistent
or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such conflicting
provisions, ifany, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed.

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the
remaining portions of this ordinance.

Alt of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be
govemmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public. Any member of
the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not
thereby render himself&erself personally liable; and he/she is hereby relieved from all
personal tiability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result ofany
act required or permitted in the discharge of his,&er said duties.

4

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in addition
to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code ofthe City of Arlington.

5

6

This ordinance shall become effective from and after its passage upon signature of
the Mayor.

day of June ,2025, by avote of 9 ayes and 0 nays at a regular
meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas.

(7)

JIM R. ayor

3.

PR-ESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 1oth day of
June ,2025, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of

Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 14rh



ATTEST:

,/r rl^--
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
MOLLY SHO ALL, City Attomey

BY

(8)

ALEX BUSKEN, City Secretary
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