During his tenure as principal, the school tripled in size from 75 children and 3 teachers to 230 children and 9
teachers.
Stevens spent a great deal of his time involved in the first African-American neighborhood association known as the
United Community Progress Association. Representing the residents of “The Hill”, this association emphasized
community involvement and city beautification. The Hill” was a proud African-American community in the original
Township of Arlington between 1890 and 1950. The geographic location of “The Hill” is shown in a map below.

George Stevens stood for community involvement. He was also a member of the
Board of Management of the McDonald YMCA in Fort Worth, a steward of the
St. Andrews Methodist Church, a member of the Ambassadors Social Club,
and a member of the legislative council for Prairie View College
Interscholastic League.
It was in recognition of Steven's proven leadership in the community
serving “The Hill” that this park was named in his honor. Although there
are no official documents to confirm the exact date the property was sold to
the City of Arlington for park land or when the park was named and
dedicated to Stevens, a hand written letter from George Stevens was &
% Moo In ~The Y arsa S AR written to Mayor Tom Vandergriff in [;kcemher 1959 Fﬂ-—-—:‘ o
expressing gratitude for the honor. :
In 1963, additional property was purchased to expand the
park that had served the residents of *The Hill” for so
many vears. In 1980 and 1990, city records indicate

resolutions were authorized to purchase additional land to t\ ;1

G corge Stevens was the Principal of Booker T. Washington elementary and middle school from 1941 - 1965.
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expand the park to its current size.

Map of “The Hill"

Mapee Tom Vandergriff, J959
“The Hill is defined as a proud African-
American Community in the Original
Township of Arlington. The period of
significance was noted between 1890 -
1950. The geographic location of “The
Hill* is shown in a map to the right.
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Map imformation provided by UTA; Library of Special Collections
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FOR THE ENJOYMENT OF ALL VISITORS,
PLEASE OBSERVE THESE PARK RULES

m Motorized vehicles are not allowed m Alcoholic beverages are PROHIBITED

on trails and unpaved park areas. by ordinance.
= Parking in designated areas only. m Please deposit litter in trash
receptacles.

® Dogs welcome on a leash.

= Please clean up after pets. = No glass containers allowed

on playgrounds, courts

® Golf and Horseback riding are and playing fields. "
RUDHIBITED, = Children should be s
= No firearms permitted except as supervised at all times. :

authorized by law.

PARK HOURS 5 AMT0O 10 PM

For emergencies, call 911
For information, please call 817-459-5474
or visit our website at: htip://www.ci.arlington.tx.us/park
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This project is funded by a Community Development Block Grant.
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