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SPECIAL EXCEPTION FOR
FRONT YARD CARPORT

SE09-10



Memorandum 
 
DATE:  October 19, 2009 
 
TO   Zoning Board of Adjustment of the City of Arlington  
 
SUBJECT:  Opinion on Case No. SE09-10 Norma Rodriguez (909-911 Southmoor Dr.) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Each case must be decided upon its own merits and upon the attendant circumstances, 
therefore, no action of the Board should be considered as setting a precedent. This 
application must necessarily stand upon the facts that are presented before the Board in 
the case report and at the public hearing. 

The Board is authorized to hear and decide listed special exception requests which 
comply with conditions imposed by the City’s Zoning Chapter. The Board will consider 
the request based on public testimony and the staff recommendations. In reaching a 
decision on any application for a Special Exception, the Board shall determine that the 
requested exception will establish only those uses permitted under the ordinance; that 
the location of proposed activities and improvements are clearly defined on a site plan 
filed by the applicant; and that the exception will be wholly compatible with the use and 
permitted development of adjacent properties either as filed or subject to such 
requirements as the Board may find necessary to protect and maintain the stability of 
adjacent properties. 

The City’s Zoning Chapter allows carports in required front yards of certain single-family 
residential lots by special exception.  Any carport permitted to occupy a portion of the 
required front yard must comply with restrictions set forth in the Zoning Chapter; Staff 
has determined that the applicant’s proposed carports have met those restrictions. 

When evaluating the requested special exception the Board shall consider the following 
factors: 

a)      The existence, location and design of other carports in the immediate area of the 
 request; 
 
b)      Any possible sight obstruction to motorists on or entering the abutting 
 neighborhood; 
 
c)     The visual impact of the proposed carport on the streetscape of the 
 neighborhood; 
 
d)     The compatibility of the carport with the architectural style of the dwelling and the    

predominant architectural style of the neighborhood; and 
 
e)      Any recorded and active covenants and restrictions that apply to the subject 

property and/or surrounding neighborhood.   



 
Attached is a motion incorporating the applicable legal standards and including 
conditions suggested by City Staff. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Kathy Zibilich 
Assistant City Attorney 



 Suggested form of motion for granting a  
Special Exception for a carport in the front yard. 

 
 
“I move that the Zoning Board of Adjustment, in Case No. SE09-10, on application of 
Norma Rodriguez, grant the request of this applicant for a special exception to allow two 
carports in the front yard of her duplex (one for each dwelling unit), because our 
evaluation of the property, the testimony presented to us, and the facts that we have 
determined show that this special exception will allow a use permitted under the zoning 
ordinance; that the location of proposed activities and improvements are clearly defined 
on a site plan filed by the applicant; and that the exception will be wholly compatible 
with the use and permitted development of adjacent properties, subject to the following 
conditions: 
 
Substantial compliance with the submitted site plan is required.”  
 
 
 
 
 




